The Superpowers and the Middle East
United States has been searching for a formula which would
remove from the Middle East the state of perpetual tension,
hostility and belligerency which had existed before 5 June 1967;
the Soviet Union, on the other hand, appears to be striving for
a settlement which would bring an Israeli withdrawal from the
occupied territories with minimal Arab concessions, in order that
the pre-June 1967 state of tension between the Arabs and the
Jews could be perpetuated. The Russians seem to have come to
the conclusion that their continued presence in the Arab world
largely depends on this factor. Thus it is evident that the settle-
ment desired by the two superpowers is not exactly of the same
nature, and the real problem is one of finding an acceptable for-
mula that would satisfy both of them as well as the Arab states
and Israel.
Despite this formidable hurdle, both the superpowers have
made efforts to break the Middle East impasse, and in the latter
part of 1969, they reportedly reached "substantial agreement'*
on a plan comprising of four points: (i) the Israelis would lay
down a specific timetable for their withdrawal from occupied
territory; (ii) the Arabs would agree to the signing of a peace
treaty with Israel; (iii) a peace-keeping force would be positioned
in various sensitive buffer zones; and (iv) the details of this plan
would have to be worked out by the Arabs and the Israelis in
direct or indirect negotiations.114 Again in March 1970, it was
announced that the Big Powers were working on a plan, the
first part of which called for Israeli withdrawal linked with a
pledge by the Arab nations to maintain peace, and the second
*** Statesman, Calcutta, 15 November 1969, p. 6. However, the peace
plan did not appear to state anything about the two crucial issues:
the future of the dispossessed Palestinian people and the future of Jeru-
salem. Further, it also overlooked the fact that the military effort by
tbe Fedayeen commands groups to regain their lost homeland can no
longer be controlled by any Arab government.
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